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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 4227

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Hol ngui st, Pear son, Condot t a, Curtis, Cox,
Eri cksen, Roach, MCune, Canpbell, Serben, Dunn, Talcott, MDonald,
Hi nkl e, Buri, Schindler and Bail ey

Read first time 03/07/2006. Referred to Conmmittee on Juvenile
Justice & Famly Law

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEG SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnent to
Article IV of the Constitution of the state of Washington by adding a
new section to read as foll ows:

Article IV, section . . . .. To secure and preserve the benefits
of marriage for our society and for future generations of children
only the union between one man and one woman shall constitute marri age
valid in or recognized by this state and its political subdivisions.
Recogni zing that marriage between persons other than a male and a
femal e has never been authorized or recognized by law in this state
any marriage not otherwise considered valid by an act of the
| egi sl ature or the people, is void and of no |legal effect. This state
and its political subdivisions shall not create or recognize a |ega
status for relationships of unmarried individuals, including any civil
union, donestic partnership, or other simlar relationship, that
intends to or does approxi mate the design, qualities, significance, or
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effect of marriage, or extends or confers the |legal incidents thereof,
including any marital, spousal, or famlial right, benefit, privilege,
advantage, immunity, or entitlenment, or any equivalent thereof, that is
authorized or recognized by law, or is paid for, directly or
indirectly, in whole or in part, with public funds. Not wi t hst andi ng
any other provision of this Constitution, no court established by this
Constitution or by an act of the legislature shall have jurisdiction to
hear or decide any claimthat a relationship other than that prescribed
by the legislature or the people as constituting lawful marriage is
entitled to legal status that intends to or does approximte the
design, qualities, significance, or effect of marriage, including any
| egal incident thereof, such as any marital, spousal, or famlial
right, benefit, privilege, advantage, imunity, or entitlenent, or any
equi val ent thereof, that is authorized or recognized by law, or is paid
for, directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, wth public funds.
Nothing in this provision prevents private parties from contracting
between and anong thenselves for any right, benefit, privilege,
advantage, immunity, or entitlenment, or any equivalent thereof, that is
not otherw se expressly prohibited by [|aw The provisions of this
section shall supersede any other provision of this Constitution,
including any conflicting provisions in Article I, Article IV, and
Article XXXI of this Constitution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every | egal
newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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